
29

Acta Soc. Zool. Bohem. 66: 29–30, 2002
ISSN 1211-376X

Neoanthrenus king sp. n. (Coleoptera: Dermestidae) from Australia
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Abstract. Neoanthrenus king sp. n. is described from Australia. Its diagnostic characters are illustrated. Key
to the all so far known species of Neoanthrenus Armstrong, 1941 is provided. of N. paralellus Armstrong,
1941 is recorded from Victoria for the first time.
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At present the genus Neoanthrenus Armstrong, 1941 includes 6 species distributed in Australia
and Tasmania (Armstrong 1941, 1949, Kalík 1957). In present paper is described a new species.

Neoanthrenus king sp. n.
(Figs 1–2)

TYPE MATERIAL. Holotype (female): AU: King I., Yambacoona, 17.1.1972; deposited in author’s collection.

DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. Body length 2.0 mm, maximal width 1.1 mm; elongate, parallel, brown-
black. Dorsal surface covered by intermixed brown, yellow and white scales (Fig. 1). Individual
scale of smaller and setiform. Head visible from above. Antennae 11-merous, antennal club trimer-
ous, brown, compact (Fig. 2). Pronotum transverse, sub-rectangular, convex, strongly depressed
just in front of base; sides strongly emarginate, anterior angles obtuse, posterior slightly acute,
widest at base which is biarcuate. Elytra scarcely wider than pronotum, one half times as long as the
combined width, parallel; posterior fifth evently rounded to apex. Legs brown with white scales and
yellow setae. Meso-metasternum with white scales. Abdominal sternites with white scales without
patch at antero-lateral margins.

Male unknown.
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. For differential diagnosis see the key below.
ETYMOLOGY. The specific name of the new species is derived from the name of the region of its origin
– King I.; noun in apposition.

Neoanthrenus paralellus Armstrong, 1941
MATERIAL EXAMINED. AU: Victoria, Fraser National Park, 35 km N of Yea, 25.1.1972, 1 male, J. Háva det. et coll.

DISTRIBUTION. Species known so far from New South Wales and Queensland (Armstrong 1949). First
record from Victoria.
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Figs 1–2. Neoanthrenus king sp. n.; 1 – dorsal aspect of body, 2 – antenna (dotted area represents white scales).

Key of the species of Neoanthrenus
1(6) Form of body elongate, parallel; elytra scarcely wider than pronotum.
2(3) Dorsal surface bearing smaller, more setiform scales; King I. ............................................... N. king sp. n.
3(2) Dorsal surface bearing smaller and broader scales.
4(5) Dorsal surface of body dark brown, with closely packed scales, mostly ashy-white, but some brown tending

to form an obscure pattern; New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria. ......... N. parallelus Armstrong, 1941
5(4) Dorsal surface of body black, with densely clothed with scales, mostly ashy-yellow, but some brown forming

apattern; Queensland. ............................................................................ N. macqueeni Armstrong, 1949
6(1) Form of body broader, elliptical; elytra noticeably wider than pronotum.
7(8) Dorsal surface bearing smaller, more setiform scales; Tasmania. ........................... N. frater (Arrow, 1915)
8(7) Dorsal surface bearing smaller broader scales
9(12) Body black.
10(11) Antennomere IX narrow; New South Wales. ......................................... N. niveosparsa Armstrong, 1941
11(10) Antennomere IX broad; Sydney. ....................................................................... N. armstrongi Kalík, 1957
12(9) Body fulvous; New South Wales, South Australia. ....................................... N. ocellifer (Blackburn, 1891)
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