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The first edition occured in
print

in 1982 (for review see J.
Hyg.

28. 1984, 338),
second edition followed in 1989

(for
review see Folia Parasitol. 38, 1991, 62), subsequent

third edition succeeded in 1995. This
publication

remained a favourite textbook
nominally

because of
original

illustrations
demonstrating complex

life
cycles

of

parasites.
In the foreword (Part I.) by

L. H. Miller from National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, is
given

a
global

overview of
parasitic

diseases and the
impact they

make on human health. The first author is Professor of Public

Health at the Columbia
University

in New York. As
emphasized

in the
preface (Part IE),

much of the text have

been rewritten, particularly regarding
the

protozoans.

The volume is
arranged

in 11
parts embracing

41
chapters.

The text
comprises protozoans,

helminths and

arthropods
of medical

importance.
Individual

chapters
are constructed

by
a

general
framework

enclosing
sections

on historical information, basic
description

of life
cycle,

cellular and molecular
pathogenesis,

clinical disease,

diagnosis, prevention
and control. Each

chapter
is

provided
with references to

pioneering
and

topical papers

covering
new

findings,
relevant reviews or

monographs mostly exceeding
50

quotations.
Recorded are over 1760

citations from the world scientific literature. Thus, there is
presented

a
comprehensive

thesaurus of
parasitologi

cal
bibliography.

Part III. on
Eukaryotic

Parasites is intended to
give

an introduction to the
biology

of
parasitic protozoans

and helminths and their activities as
parasites.

Part IV. is concerned with the Protozoa and diseases caused
by

them. Discussed are
giardia, leishmaniae, African and American

trypanosomes,
Trichomonas

vaginalis,
the

malarial
plasmodia, Cryptosporidium parvum, Toxoplasma gondii,

Entamoeba
histolytica, protozoa

of minor

medical
importance

and
non-pathogenic protozoa.

Part V. focuses on roundworms (Nematodes). Described are

infections
by pinworms, whipworms, ascarids, hookworms, trichinellae, filarial worms, nematodes of minor

medical
importance

and aberrant nematode infections. Part VI. ensures
coverage

of
tapeworms (Cestodes),

namelly
of the

genera
Taenia and

Diphyllobothrium, tapeworms
of minor medical

importance
and

juvenile

tapeworm
infections

(cysticercosis
and

echinococcosis).
Part VII. constitutes a

highlight
of flukes

(Trematodes),

namely
the schistosomes, liver and

lung flukes, and some
species

of minor medical
importance.

Part VIII.

examines the
Arthropods:

insects and arachnids, acting
as vectors

transmitting
infectious

agents
or

causing
direct

injury
to human health.

Subsequent parts
IX.

through
XI. centre attention

upon
medical

ecology,
travel medicine

and mode of action of
antiparasitic drugs. Supplementary chapters (appendices)

offer
coverage

of
drugs

for

treatment
regimes, handling

of
specimens

for routine
laboratory diagnostic techniques,

and a
diagnostic

atlas of

parasites.

This
publication represents

a medium sized textbook of medical
parasitology

and
apparently

has entered the

path
of well-established, continuously

revised and
updated

editions. Its
special advantage

there are extensive full-

page plates
of

parasite
life

cycles designed originally by
J.

Karapelou.
Most of these have been

updated,
and all

parasite stages
in each illustration have been “stained” red. 414 illustrations, 327 in full colour, are

composed
of

line
drawings, photographs

and
microphotographs.

This new edition
presents

a
change

of
publisher,

inclusion of

an additional author, some new textual
parts:

sections on cellular and molecular
pathogenesis, passages

on

biochemistry
and

immunology including topical
information on

cytokines
and other factors, chapters

on
ecology

of
parasitic

diseases and on travel medicine, a
comprehensive

list of
antiparasitic drugs,

and others. Innovation for

this edition constitute also some
all-page

textual boxes entitled
“gray

matter”
summarizing

current research.

However, a
pedantic

reader
may

find several incorrect issues and
typographical

errors. Some inaccurate terms of

previous
editions have been eliminated, but some of them can be detected: Loxoceles

(nine times)
instead of

Loxosceles, Naeglaria (seven times) instead of
Naegleria, Opisthorchis

viverini instead of
viverrini,

Schistosoma

matthei or mattei instead of mattheei. Spirometru
ranorum instead of ranarum, Vaginulus plebius

instead of

plebeius.
Not

insignificant
additional

misprints appeared
in the index.

According
to International Code of

Zoological Nomenclature, in
species

names a comma should be
placed

between the name of the author and the

year.
Schematic line

drawings
of some

arthropods present
sheer contours. The

price
of this volume is

very

reasonable.
Nevertheless, reproductions

of some colour
photographs

are not
perspicuous.

The authors offer the

contents of this textbook to students of
parasitic

diseases as a
supplement

to
witnessing

them first hand at the

bedside or in the field.

Jindřich Jíra
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