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BOOK REVIEW

ERZINÇLIOGLU Z.: Maggots, Murder and Men (Memories and Reflections of a Forensic Entomologist).
Harley Books, Colchester, Essex, UK, 2000, 256 pp.; format 232×150mm. Price  13.95; ISBN 0-946589-65-8

Books written by specialists in a field are an invaluable resource. Based on the author’s personal experience, they
give a better perspective than books written as reviews, often by somebody from another field. Maggots, Murder and
Men belongs to those that are especially remarkable

Dr. Zakaria Erzinçlioglu, commonly known in English circles of criminology as “Dr. Zak” or “maggotologue”,
has been working in the field of Forensic Entomology for over ten years. He collects and identifies insects found
associated with human corpses, most notably Dipteran larvae (maggots). His work helps investigators to determine
time of death and whether bodies have been manipulated or moved from the original scene of the crime. Viewed
dispassionately, a dead human body is a magnificent and highly nutritious resource for insects as well as other
invertebrate animals. The book relates several accounts of criminal cases in which the author participated,
including the description of sometimes startling circumstances of cases, attempts to influence his reports, the use
of “muddy-water” consultants by defence lawyers, e.g. unqualified “experts” without any knowledge of the ento-
mology involved etc. There is also much about the use of entomology in archaeology, the human history of myiasis
and other interesting topics.

From the book, it is clear there is empathy between the author and the unfortunate victims. Erzinçlioglu’s cases
are far from the luxurious environment of criminal TV with detective officer Columbo or attorney Perry Mason,
but rather, for example, in a dirty dwelling in a deprived area of London, where a victim’s bodies was secreted under
floorboards. Another feature that is palpable in the book is that the author is a learned and lettered man. Each
chapter begins with a citation and citations are also in the text (Sherlock Holmes!). Chapters are introduced with
fine scrapeboard illustrations resembling woodcuts and the book is closed by “sources and further reading” and a
well-done index. The book is clearly oriented to a popular audience, but written on the highest professional level,
so clearly recommendable to every entomologist or zoologist interested in forensic practice. If it were not on such
a disturbing subject matter, it would be recommendable for recreational reading before sleeping.
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