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Preface

Josef Rusek, a former director of the Institute of Soil Biology AS CR, decided to bring together soil
zoologists from Central Europe to share and discuss the results of their latest research and as a result
the First Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology (CEWSZ) was held in Ceské Budgjovice
in May 1992. The second was held in 1993 and thereafter every second year. These meetings are
always full-scale scientific conferences with many regular as well as occasional participants. Since
the 4th CEWSZ conference the proceeding, which include the papers and contributions of the
workshop, have been published. Since the proceedings of the 6th CEWSZ conference, published
in 2002, all submitted contributions were subjected to a standard peer review process managed
by the Editorial Board. The proceedings of the 7th CEWSZ conference (published in 2005) was
entitled “Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central Europe” and since then the individual volumes
have been consecutively numbered: I (2005), IT (2007) and IIT (2009).

The 10th CEWSZ was organised by the Institute of Soil Biology of the Biology Centre of the
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic at Ceské Bud&jovice on 21-24 April 2009. It was
attended by 66 participants from Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Japan, Poland,
Russia and Slovakia, who presented 40 lectures and 38 posters on soil zoological research in
Central Europe and the European part of Russia, and Japan.

To increase the awareness of the soil zoological research being carried out in Central Europe
among the wider community of zoologists, the organisers of CEWSZ decided to publish the
proceedings in a peer-reviewed zoologically oriented journal. Thanks to the helpfulness of the
Editors of the Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemiae, which is published by the Czech Zoological
Society, the proceedings will be published as special volume of this Journal starting with 10th
CEWSZ. Following the tradition of previous proceedings, which were published in book form
starting in 2005, the subtitle of this special volume is “Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central
Europe IV”.

We wish to express our thanks to all contributors to this volume. In addition, we thank the reviewers
and technical editors without whose help and contributions the production of this thematic issue
would not have been possible. Hopefully it will inspire soil zoological research not only in the
Central European region but throughout the world.

Organising Committee and Editors



Overview of the Workshops and Proceedings

Ist Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 14-15 May 1992
(10 lectures and 15 posters)

2nd Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 30 September — 1 October 1993
(10 lectures and 13 posters)

3rd Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 3—5 October 1995
(16 lectures and 12 posters)

4th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 23-24 April 1997
(28 lectures and 21 posters)

PizL V. & Tasovsky K. (eds.) 1998: Soil Zoological Problems in Central Europe. Proceedings of the 4" Central European
Workshop on Soil Zoology, ISB AS CR, Ceské Budéjovice, April 23—24, 1997. Ceské Budgjovice: Institute of Soil Biology
AS CR, 283 pp.

5th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology —27-30 April 1999
(34 lectures and 22 posters)

Tasovsky K. & PizL V. (eds.) 1999: Soil Zoology in Central Europe. Proceedings of the 5™ Central European Workshop
on Soil Zoology, ISB AS CR, Ceské Budéjovice, Czech Republic, April 27-30, 1999. Ceské Budéjovice: Institute of Soil
Biology AS CR, 377 pp.

6th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 23-25 April 2001
(20 lectures and 29 posters)

Tasovsky K., BALik V. & PizL V. (eds.) 2002: Studies on Soil Fauna in Central Europe. Proceedings of the 6" Central
European Workshop on Soil Zoology, ISB AS CR, Ceské Budejovice, Czech Republic, April 2325, 2001. Ceské Budgjo-
vice: Institute of Soil Biology AS CR, 285 pp.

7th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 1416 April 2003
(29 lectures and 31 posters)

Tasovsky K., SCHLAGHAMERSKY J. & P1zL V. (eds.) 2005: Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central Europe I. Proceedings
of the 7" Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology, ISB AS CR, Ceské Budéjovice, Czech Republic, April 1416, 2003.
Ceské Budgjovice: Institute of Soil Biology AS CR, 221 pp.

8th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 20-22 April 2005
(30 lectures and 34 posters)

Tasovsky K., SCHLAGHAMERSKY J. & P1zL V. (eds.) 2007: Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central Europe II. Proceedings
of the 8;” Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology, ISB BC AS CR, Ceské Budéjovice, Czech Republic, April 20-22,
2005. Ceské Bud¢jovice: Institute of Soil Biology AS CR, 217 pp.

9th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 17-20 April 2007
(34 lectures and 29 posters)

Tasovsky K., SCHLAGHAMERSKY J. & PizL V. (eds.) 2009: Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central Europe I1I. Proceedings
of the 9" Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology, Ceské Budéjovice, Czech Republic, April 17-20, 2007. Ceské
Budgjovice: Institute of Soil Biology AS CR, 191 pp.

10th Central European Workshop on Soil Zoology — 21-24 April 2009
(40 lectures and 38 posters)

Contributions to Soil Zoology in Central Europe IV.
Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae 74(1-2); this volume.



Logo of the CEWSZ-10: Adineta vaga (Davis, 1873) (Rotifera: Bdelloidea), Pavel Riha del.
© Miloslav Devetter

Reviewers: Pavel Bezdécka, Miloslav Devetter, Jan Frouz, Ladislav Hanél, Martina Kyselkova, Marta Liskova, Vaclav
Pizl, Josef Rusek, Josef Stary, Karel Tajovsky

English language editor: Anthony F. G. Dixon
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