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Abstract. The Philonthus discoideus – P. xanthorhaspis species group of genus Philonthus Stephens, 1829 is 
revised. Twenty two species are recognized, four species are described as new: Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov. 
(Kenya), P. sylvisorex sp. nov. (Burundi), P. treron sp. nov. (Tanzania) and P. uraeginthus spec. nov. (Zimbabwe). 
The eighteen remaining species are redescribed: P. coiffaiti Levasseur, 1962, P. curvabilis Herman, 2001, P. 
discoideus (Gravenhorst, 1802), P. flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858, P. lineolatus Tottenham, 1962, P. luenaensis 
Levasseur, 1962, P. marcescens Tottenham, 1949, P. mivutanus Tottenham, 1962, P. nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907, 
P. negligens Tottenham, 1962, P. neuter Tottenham, 1962, P. senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937, P. stercorosus 
Tottenham, 1962, P. taterae Scheerpeltz, 1951, P. testaceocinctus Bernhauer, 1915, P. uhligi Hromádka, 2005, P. 
xanthoraphis Eppesheim, 1895, P. ventralis (Gravenhorst, 1802). P. clambus Tottenham, 1949 is synonymized 
with P. nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907. An identification key to all species of the species group is provided and male 
genitalia and significant morphological characters are ilustrated.

Key words. Taxonomy, revision, redescriptions, new species, new synonymy, key, Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, 
Staphylininae, Philonthina, Philonthus discoideus – P. xanthorhaspis species group, distribution, Afrotropical 
region.

INTRODUCTION

The Philonthus discoideus – P. xanthoraphis species group was described and characterized by 
Tottenham (1962: 214): “There are several species occurring in Africa which could be included in 
this group; they resemble species of the P. circumcinctus group but are smaller, on an average the 
size of the common European P. discoideus (Gravenhorst), which also occurs in parts in Africa, 
and most of them a little smaller than P. ventralis (Gravenhorst), another European species which 
is widely distributed in Africa. The suture is red or yellow, usually the apical margins of the elytra 
are paler, in many the deflexed margins of the elytra are also pale colour sometimes extending on 
to the upper surface; they all have 5-punctate discal series on the pronotum; the general form of 
the head and pronotum is similar in most of them. The external differences between the species 
are usually slight and require careful comparsion: The aedeagus of the male, however, affords 
good species characters”.

The following twenty two species are included in this group (Herman 2001).
Philonthus coiffaiti Levasseur, 1962 	 Democratic Republic of the Congo
Philonthus curvabilis Herman, 2001 	 Zambia
Philonthus discoideus (Gravenhorst, 1802) 	 cosmopolitan
Philonthus flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858 	 India, Indonesia, Japan, Mascarene Islands (Réunion), 
	 Myammar, New Caledonia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
	 Taiwan, Vietnam
Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov. 	 Kenya
Philonthus lineolatus Tottenham, 1962 	 Mauritius
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Philonthus luenaensis Levasseur, 1962 	 Democratic Republic of the Congo
Philonthus marcescens Tottenham, 1949 	 Sudan, Mauretania, Senegal
Philonthus mivutanus Tottenham, 1962 	 Cape Verde Islands, Chad, Kenya, Liberia, Oman
Philonthus nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907 	 Kenya
Philonthus negligens Tottenham, 1962 	 Tanzania
Philonthus neuter Tottenham, 1962 	 Namibia, South Africa 
Philonthus senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937 	 Senegal
Philonthus stercorosus Tottenham, 1962 	 Liberia, Namibia, Zimbabwe
Philonthus sylvisorex sp. nov. 	 Burundi
Philonthus taterae Scheerpeltz, 1951 	 Democratic Republic of the Congo, Namibia, South Africa
Philonthus testaceocinctus Bernhauer, 1915 	 Tanzania, Uganda
Philonthus treron sp. nov. 	 Tanzania
Philonthus uhligi Hromádka, 2005 	 South Africa
Philonthus uraeginthus sp. nov. 	 Zimbabwe
Philonthus ventralis (Gravenhorst, 1802) 	 cosmopolitan
Philonthus xanthoraphis Eppelsheim, 1895 	 Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
	 South Africa, Somalia

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The specimens studied are deposited in the following collections:

BMNH 	Natural History Museum, London, United Kingdom (Maxwell V. L. Barclay, Roger Booth and Martin Brendell);
FMNH 	 Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, USA (James H. Boone);
LHPC 	 Lubomír Hromádka collection, Praha, Czech Republic;
JJRC 	 Jiří Janák collection, Rtyně nad Bílinou, Czech Republic;
MNHN 	Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France (Thierry Deuve, Taghavian Azedah);
MRAT 	 Musée Royal de l’Afrique centrale, Tervuren, Belgium (Marc de Meyer);
MZLU 	 Museum of Zoology, Lund University, Lund, Sweden (Roy Danielsson);
NMHW 	Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien, Austria (Harald Schillhammer);
NMPC 	 National Museum, Praha, Czech Republic (Jiří Hájek);
ZMNB 	 Museum für Naturkunde der Humboldt-Universität, Berlin, Germany (Manfred Uhlig). 

A double slash [//] is used to divide the separate labels of each type specimen. All measurements are beetles with stretched 
abdomens. All ratios mentioned in the descriptions are dimensionless but can be converted to length in millimetres.

TAXONOMIC PART

Philonthus coiffaiti Levasseur, 1962
(Figs 4–6)

Philonthus coiffaiti Levasseur, 1962: 56.

Material studied. Democratic Republic of the Congo. Holotype: ♂: “Congo Belge, Kolwezi: H. Katanga, vii.1954, 
pesidu de marais, coll. Levasseur // Philonthus coiffaiti sp. n. TYPE [white oblong label, handwritten]” (MNHM).

Type locality. “Congo Belge [= Democratic Republic of the Congo], Kolwezi, Katanga”.


Figs 1–18. 1–3. Philonthus curvabilis Herman, 2011. 1 – aedeagus, ventral view, 2 – aedeagus, lateral view, 3 – apex of 
paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 4–6. Philonthus coiffaitti Levasseur, 1962. 4 – aedeagus, ventral view, 
5 – aedeagus, lateral view, 6 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 7–9. Philonthus discoideus (Gra-
venhorst, 1802). 7 – aedeagus, ventral view, 8 – aedeagus – lateral view, 9 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, 
ventral view. 10–12. Philonthus flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858. 10 – aedeagus, ventral view, 11 – aedeagus, lateral 
view, 12 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 13–15. Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov. 13 – aedeagus, 
ventral view, 14 – aedeagus, lateral view, 15 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 16–18. Philonthus 
lineolatus Tottenham, 1962. 16 – aedeagus, ventral view, 17 – aedeagus, lateral view, 18 – apex of paramere with sensory 
peg setae, ventral view.
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Redescription. Body length 5.2 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.8 mm. 
Head black, pronotum, scutellum, elytra and abdomen dark brown, posterior margin and elytral 
epipleura narrowly yellow-brown, posterior margin of all tergites wider brown-yellow. Maxillary 
and labial palpi, mandibles and antennomeres 1 and 11 yellow-brown, remaining antennomeres 
brown. Legs yellow-brown, tibiae darker.

Head rounded, wider than long (ratio 18 : 14), from posterior margin of eyes conspicuously 
narrowed towards neck, posterior angles almost unclear, bearing two long black bristles . Between 
eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between medial punctures four 
times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes flat, as long as temples, pos-
terior margin with one puncture, temporal area impunctate. Surface with very fine and irregular 
microsculpture, clypeus with very fine microsculpture, more distinct than that on clypeus.

Antennae short and stout, reaching midlength of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–3 
and 11 longer than wide, antennomere 4 as long as wide, antennomeres 5–10 wider than long.

Pronotum almost as long as wide, hardly narrowed anteriad. Each dorsal row with five punctures, 
punctures 1–4 equidistant, distance between punctures 4–5 larger. Each sublateral row with two 
punctures arranged in a row parallel to the dorsal row and half way between it and side. Punctu-
re one situated behind level between of punctures two and three in dorsal row. Microsculpture 
similar to that on head.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctured, punctures mostly contiguous, diameter of 
punctures larger than eye-facets.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 26 : 20), vaguely wider posteriad. Anterior angles bearing one 
long bristle. Punctation dense and coarse, diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, separated 
mostly smaller than puncture diameter in transverse direction. Surface without microsculpture; 
setation yellowish.

Legs. Metatibia slightly longer than metatarsus (ratio 14 : 13). Metatarsomere 1 twice longer 
than metatarsomere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen from visible tergite three slightly narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with 
two basal lines, elevated area between lines impunctate. Punctation at base of all tergites finer and 
denser than that on elytra, becoming sparser towards posterior margin of each tergite. Surface 
without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ventral-
ly, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with simple paramere (Figs 4–6).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus coiffaiti is similar in habitus to P. marcescens from which it 
may be distinguished by the paler colouring of antennomere 1, wider elytra and by the different 
shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Philonthus curvabilis Herman, 2001
(Figs 1–3)

Philonthus curvabilis Herman, 2001: 2796, replacement name for P. sinuatus Tottenham, 1949. 
Philonthus sinuatus Tottenham, 1949: 341, preoccupied.

Type material studied. Zambia. Holotype: ♂, “N. W. Rhodesia, Kasitu, N. of Broken Hill, 26.iii.1915, H. C. Dollman, 
// Holotype Philonthus sinuatus Tottenham, 1949, det. R. G. Booth 2010 [white oblong label handwritten] H. C. Dollman 
Coll. 1919-79” (BMNH).

Type locality. “N. W. Rhodesia [= Zambia], Kasitu, N. of Broken Hill”.
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Redescription. Body length 5.8 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.5 mm. 
Head black, pronotum, scutellum and elytra brown, suture, pasterior margin and elytral epipleura 
narrowly yellow-brown, abdomen dark brown, posterior margin of all tergites narrowly yellow-
-brown. Maxillary and labial palpi and antennomere 1 yellow-brown, remaining antennomeres 
brown. Legs yellow-brown.

Head rounded, slightly wider than long (19 : 15), posterior angles markedly rounded, bearing 
one long and several short bristles. Between eyes four punctures, arranged in a straight line, 
distance between medial punctures three times as large as distance between lateral and medial 
puncture. Eyes flat, as long as temples, posterior margin with two punctures, temporal area with 
scattered punctures. Surface with very fine irregular microsculpture.

Antennae reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–3 and 11 
longer than wide, antennomere 4 as long as wide, antennomeres 5–10 vaguely wider than long.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, very slightly narrowed anteriad, anterior angles con-
spicuously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, posterior angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal 
row with five equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with two punctures, punctre two slightly 
shifted to the lateral margin. Surface with microsculpture similar to that on head.

Scutellum densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, distance 
between punctures much smaller than their diameter.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 28 : 25), very slightly widened posteriad. Punctures as large as that 
on scutellum, separated by puncture diameter or slightly smaller. Surface without microsculpture; 
setation brown-yellow.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 vaguely longer than metatarsomere 5, 
as long as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen very gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal lines, 
elevated area between lines with scattered punctures. Punctation at base of all tergites denser and 
finer than that on elytra, becoming finer and slightly sparser towards posterior margin of each 
tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ven-
trally, protarsomere 4 narrowly heart-shaped. Aedeagus with simple paramere (Figs 1–3).

Female. Unknown. 
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus curvabilis may be distinguished from the similar P. marcescens 
by the narrower head and elytra and by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Zambia (Herman 2001).

Philonthus discoideus (Gravenhorst, 1802)
(Figs 7–9)

Staphylinus discoideus Gravenhorst, 1802: 38. 
Philonthus discoideus: Nordman, 1837: 97.
Staphylinus suturalis Marsham, 1902: 509, synonymized by Germar (1827: 4).
Quedius lepidus Stephens, 1832: 253, synonymized by G. Waterhouse (1858: 25).
Staphylinus conformis Lacordaire, 1835: 398, synonymized by Erichson (1839: 469).
Philonthus ruficornis Malsheimer, 1844: 38, synonymized by Fauvel (1891: 115).
Philonthus rufipennis Gerhardt, 1910: 555, synonymized by Blackwelder (1943: 407).
Philonthus gerhardtianus Scheerpeltz, 1933: 1340, synonymized by Smetana (1995: 185).

Type material. Not studied.

Additional material studied. Chad. 1 spec., Iles du lac, xi.–xii.1957, P. Renaud (LHPC); Madagascar. 1 spec., Kap 
Diego, 1916, Friderichs S. G. (ZMNB); Zimbabwe. 1 spec., Save-Fluss, ca 1000m S Mutare 770m, 19°53’S/32°22’E, 
8.iii.2000, leg. U. Heinig (LHPC).
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Type locality. Not cited, but presumably Brunsvigae (Herman 2001).

Redescription. Body length 5.9–6.3 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 
2.7 mm. Head black, pronotum and scutellum brown, elytra brown, suture, posterior margin and 
elytral epipleura dirty yellow, abdomen brown, posterior margin of all tergites narrowly yellow-
-brown. Maxillary and labial palpi and mandibles brown, antennomere one and base of antennomere 
two brown-yellow, remaining antennomeres brown, legs testaceous.

Head square, wider than long (ratio 22 : 18), parallel-sided, posterior angles distinct, obtusely 
rounded, bearing one long black bristle. Between eyes four punctures, medial punctures slightly 
shifted anteriorly, distance between medial punctures 3.5 times as large as distance between medial 
and lateral puncture. Eyes large, moderately convex, longer than temples (ratio 9 : 6), posterior 
margin with two coarse punctures, temporal area with a few fine punctures. Surface with dense 
microsculpture, consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae short and stout, reaching midlenght of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1 as 
long as antennomeres 10–11 combined, antennomere 2 as long as antennomere 3, antennomere 4 
vaguely longer than wide, antennomeres 5–6 as long as wide, antennomeres 7–11 wider than long.

Pronotum about as long as wide, parallel-sided or indistinctly narrowed anteriad, each dorsal 
row with 5 punctures, punctures 2–4 approximately equidistant, distance between punctures 1–2 
and 4–5 vaguely larger, each sublateral row with 2 punctures, punctures 2 slightly shifted to the 
lateral margin. Surface with microsculpture similar to that on head.

Scutellum very densely and relatively finely punctate, punctures as large as eye-facets, distance 
between punctures very small, setation dark.

Elytra as long as wide, somewhat widened posteriad. Punctation moderately fine and dense, 
diameter of punctures vaguely larger than that on scutellum, separated by puncture diameter or 
slightly larger. Surface without microsculpture; setation pale testaceous.

Legs. Metatibia longer than metatrsus (ratio 17 : 15), metatarsomere 1 approximately as long 
as metatarsomere 5, moderately shorter than metatarsomeres 2–4 combined.

Abdomen wide, from visible tergite three slightly narrowed anteriad and posteriad, first three 
visible tergites with two basal lines, elevatede are between lines punctate. Punctation at base of all 
tergites finer and denser than that on elytra, becoming sparser and finer towards posterior margin 
of all tergites. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ven-
trally, protarsomere 4 much narrower than preceding ones, not sub-bilobed. Aedeagus, paramere 
furcate (Figs 7–9).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 feebly dilated, not sub-bilobed, each with sparse modified pale 
setae ventrally.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus discoideus may be distinguished from P. negligens by the 
longer eyes, shorter antennae and by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Cosmopolitan (Herman 2001). 

Philonthus flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858
(Figs 10–12)

Philonthus flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858: 663.
Philonthus rufomarginatus Kraatz, 1859: 90, synonymized by Fauvel 1904: 58.

Type material. Not studied.
Additional material studied. Réunion. 1 spec., Revine de St. Gilles Bassi des Aigrettes 13.–14.i.1992, J. Janák lgt., 
and det. (JJRC).
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Type locality. “Indes orientalis”.

Redescription. Body length 5.7 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.8 mm. 
Head black, pronotum, scutellum elytra and abdomen chrstnut brown, posterior half of pronotum 
golden iridescence, suture, elytral epipleura and posterior margin of elytra and posterior margin 
of all visible tergites narrowly dirty yellow. Maxillary and labial palpi brown-yellow, apex of 
palpomere 3 paler. Antennomeres 1–2 yellow-brown, remainig antennomeres dark brown. Legs 
yellow-brown, tibiae darker.

Head wider than long (ratio 21 : 18), very hardly narrowed posteriad, posterior angles markedly 
rounded, bearing two long black bristles. Between eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight 
line, distance between medial punctures four times as large as distance between medial and lateral 
puncture. Eyes slightly convex, shorter than temples (ratio 6 : 7), posterior margin with two coarse 
punctures, temporal area almost impunctate. Surface with very fine irregular microsculpture.

Antennae long and stout, slightly widened distally, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when 
reclined. Antennomeres 1–4 and 11 longer than wide, antennomere 5 as long as wide, antennomeres 
6–10 wider than long. Antennomere 1 almost twice longer than antennomere 11.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, slightly narrowed anteriad. Anterior angles rounded, 
bearing several variably long bristles, posterior angles markedly rounded. Sides bearing several 
long black bristles. Each dorsal row with five coarse, approximately equidistant punctures, each 
sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two distinctly shifted to the lateral margin. Surface 
with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctate, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, 
distance between punctures smaller than puncture diameter in transverse direction.

Elytra as long as wide, very sligthtly widened posteriad. Punctation fine and relatively sparse, 
diameter of punctures vaguely smaller than on scutellum, separated by one and half or two puncture 
diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation yellow-brown.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen wide, from visible tergite three slightly narrowed anteriad and posteriad. First three 
visible tergites with two basal lines, elevated area between lines punctate. Punctation at base of 
all tergites finer and denser than that on elytra, becoming sparser towards posterior margin of each 
tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae 
ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with simple paramere simple 
(Figs 10–12).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus flavocinctus may be distinguished from the similar P. lineo-
latus by the shorter eyes, narrower and denser punctation of elytra and by the different shape of 
the aedeagus.
Distrivution. India, Indonesia, Java, Mascarene Islands (Réunion), Myammar, New Caledonia, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Taiwan, Vietnam (Herman 2001).

Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov.
(Figs 13–15)

Type material. Kenya. Holotype: ♂, “Kenya, Ngulia Lodge, 10.iii.1970, // Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov. Hromádka det., 
2009 [red oblong printed label]” (NMPC); paratypes: 10 spec., “Shimba For. 17.iii.1970” (LHPC, NMPC).

Type locality. Kenya, Ngulia Lodge.
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Description. Body length 5.8–6.3  mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 
3.2–3.5 mm. Head black, pronotum and scutellum brown, elytra brown-yellow, suture, posterior 
margin and elytral epipleura yellow-brown, abdomen brown, posterior margin of all tergites nar-
rowly brown-yellow. Maxillary, labial palpi, legs and antennomeres 1–2 yellow-brown, remaining 
antennomeres brown. Pronotum slightly golden iridescent.

Head slightly wider than long (ratio 21 : 19), parallel-sided, posterior margin rounded bearing 
one long black bristle. Between eyes four punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between 
medial punctures four times greater than that between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes as long 
as temples, posterior margin with two coarse punctures, temporal area impunctate. Surface with 
very fine, irregular microsculpture.

Antennae reaching posterior third of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–6 and 11 longer 
than wide, antennomeres 7–10 as long as wide. Antennomere 1 twice longer than antennomere 
11, antennomere 2 shorter than antennomere 3.

Pronotum as long as wide, slightly narrowed anteriad, anterior angles obtusely rounded, be-
aring several variably long bristles, posterior angels markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with 
five equidistant coarse punctures, each sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two slightly 
shifted laterally. Surface with microsculpture more distinct than that on head.

Whole scutellum densely and coarsely punctate, diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, 
separated much smaller than puncture diameter in transverse direction.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 30 : 28), widened posteriad. Punctation coarse and sparse, diameter 
of punctures larger than that on scutellum, separated by one or one and half puncture diameters. 
Surface without microsculpture; setation brown-yellow.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 as long as metatarsomere 5 and me-
tatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen from visible tergite three gradually narrowed anteriad and posteriad. First three visible 
tergites with two basal lines, elevated area between lines punctate. Punctation at base of tergites 
mostly sparser and finer than that on elytra, becoming sparser and finer towards posterior margin 
of each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 simple, moderately dilated, each covered with modified pale setae 
ventrally, protarsomere 4 very small. Aedeagus with furcate paramere (Figs 13–15).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 slightly dilated, each covered with modified pale setae ventrally, 
protarsomere 4 small.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus hyperolius sp. nov. is similar to P. testaceocintus from which 
it may be differentiated by the shorter antennae, longer paramere and by the different shape of 
the aedeagus.
Distribution. Kenya.
Etymology. The name of this species, a noun in apposition, is the Latin generic name of the 
African marbled reed frog Hyperolius marmoratus Rapp, 1842.

Philonthus lineolatus Tottenham, 1962
(Figs 16–18)

Philonthus lineolatus Tottenham, 1962: 214.

Type material examined. Mauritius. Syntype: ♂, “Mauritius, M. Cameron Bequest, Dobrus, B. M. 1955-147, // Syntype 
Philonthus lineolatus Tottenham [ochre oblong label, handwritten]”. 

Type locality. “Mauritius”.
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Redescription. Body length 6.5 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.8 mm. 
Head black, mandibles brown, pronotum, scutellum and elytra chestnut-coloured, suture, posterior 
margin and elytral epipleura narrowly yellow-brown, abdomen chestnut-coloured, posterior margin 
of all tergites narrowly brown-yellow. Maxillary and labial palpi yellow-brown, antennomeres 
1–2 and base of antennomere 3 yellow-brown, remaining antennomeres and legs brown-yellow, 
inner side of all tibiae darker.

Head rounded, vaguely wider than long (ratio 19.5 : 17), very slightly narrowed posteriad, pos-
terior angles rounded, bearing one long black bristle. Between eyes four coarse punctures, distance 
between medial punctures four times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. 
Eyes flat, longer than temples (ratio 7 : 6), posterior margin with two punctures, temporal area 
with scattered punctures. Surface with fine microsculpture consisting of transverse waves. 

Antennae stout, slightly widened distally, reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when recli-
ned. Antennomeres 1–3 and 11 longer than wide, antennomere 4 as long as wide, antennomeres 
5–10 markedly transverse. Antennomere 1 longer than antennomere 11, antennomere 2 longer 
than antennomere 3.

Pronotum highly convex, almost as long as wide, parallel-sided, anterior angles rectangular, 
conspicuously deflexed very obtusely rounded. Each dorsal row with five punctures, punctures 
2–4 equidistant, separated between punctures 1–2 and 4–5 larger than distance between previous 
punctures. Each sublateral row with two punctures arranged in a row parallel to the dorsal row 
and half way between it and side. Puncture one situated behind level of punctures two and three 
in dorsal row. Surface with microsculpture similar to that on head. 

Whole scutellum regularly, very densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures slightly 
larger than eye-facets, separated smaller than puncture diameter in transverse direction.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 29 : 25), very hardly widened posteriad. Punctation fine and sparse, 
diameter of punctures smaller than that on scutellum, separated mostly twice larger than diameter 
of punctures. Surface without microsculpture; setation brown-yellow.

Legs. Metatibia slightly longer than metatarsus (ratio 17.5  : 16), metatarsomere 1 slightly 
longer than metatarsomere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen very gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible tergites with two basal lines, 
elavated area between lines with scattered punctures. Punctation at base of all tergites denser and 
finer than that on elytra, becoming finer and sparser towards posterior margin of each tergite. 
Surface without microsculpture; setation of the same colouring as that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 markedly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale 
setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones, heart-shapd. Aedeagus with dimple 
paramere (Figs 16–18).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus lineolatus may be distinguished from similar P. flavocinc-
tus by the longer eyes, wider and sparser punctation of elytra and by the different shape of the 
aedeagus.
Distribution. Mauritius (Herman 2001).

Philonthus luenaensis Levasseur, 1962
(Figs 19–21)

Philonthus luenaensis Levasseur, 1962: 58.

Type material studied. Democratic Republic of the Congo. Holotype: ♂, “Congo Belge, Luena, Haut Lomani, Katanga, 
viii.1954, Dr. D. V. Allard, crottin d’Elephant, coll., Levasseur, Paris” (MNHN).
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Type locality. “Congo Belge [= Democratic Republic of the Congo], Luena, Haut Lomani, 
Katanga”.

Redescription. Body length 6.1 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.2 
Head black, pronotum and abdomen pitchy brown, elytra and scutellum black- brown, maxillary 

and labial palpi, mandibles, ventral side of antennomere 1 and base of antennomere 2 brown-
-yellow, dorsal side of antennomere 1 and remaining antennomeres brown, femora yellow-brown, 
tibiae and tarsi slightly darker. Pronotum golden iridescent. 

Head rounded, wider than long (ratio 16 : 14), from posterior margin of eyes distinctly narro-
wed posteriad. Between eyes four punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between medial 
punctures three times larger than distance between lateral and medial puncture. Eyes shorter than 
temples (ratio 6 : 10), posterior margin with two punctures. Temporal area impunctate. Surface 
with distinct fine microsculpture, consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae stout, reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–3 and 
11 distinctly longer than wide, antennomere 4 slightly longer than wide, antennomeres 5–10 as 
long as wide.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, markedly narrowed anteriad. Anterior angles obtu-
sely rounded, posterior angles markedly rounded. Anterior angles bearing several short bristles. 
Each dorsal row with five punctures, punctures 2–4 approximately equidistant, distance between 
punctures 1–2 and 4–5 larger than distance between previous punctures. Each sublateral row with 
two punctures, arranged in a row parallel to the dorsal row and half way between it and side. 
Puncture one situated behind level of puncture three of dorsal row, puncture two situated behind 
level of puncture four of dorsal row. One long black bristle situated in anterior third of sides. 
Surface with unusual, dense microsculpture arranged in oblique rows.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, 
distance between punctures small. Surface with fine and distinct microsculpture.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 37 : 30), slightly widened posteriad. Punctation coarse and dense, 
diameter of punctures as large as those on scutellum, separated smaller than puncture diameter 
in transverse direction. Surface without microsculpture, very shine; setation yellow-brown and 
longer.

Legs. Metatibia slightly longer than metatarsus (ratio 15 : 13), metatarsomere 1 longer than 
metatarsomere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–4 combined.

Abdomen wide, from visible tergite three distinctly narrowed posteriad, first three visible ter-
gites with two basal lines, elevated area between lines densely punctate. Punctation at base of all 
tergites slightly denser than that on elytra, becoming sparser and finer towards posterior margin 
of each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 slightly dilated, each covered with modified pale setae ventrally, 
protarsomere 4 very small. Aedeagus with simple paramere (Figs 19–21).

Female. Unknown.


Figs 19–37. 19–21. Philonthus luenaensis Levasseur, 1962. 19 – aedeagus, ventral view, 20 – aedeagus, lateral view, 21 
– apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 22–25. Philonthus mercescens Tottenham, 1949. 22 – aedeagus, 
ventral view, 23 – aedeagus, lateral view, 24 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view, 25 – male sternite 
IX, ventral view. 26–28. Philonthus mivutanus Tottenham, 1962. 26 – aedeagus, ventral view, 27 – aedeagus, lateral view, 
28 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 29–31. Philonthus nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907. 29 – aedeagus, 
ventral view, 30 – aedeagus, lateral view, 31 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 32–34. Philonthus 
negligens Tottenham, 1962. 32 – aedeagus, ventral view, 33 – aedeagus, lateral view, 34 – apex of paramere with sensory 
peg setae, ventral view. 35–37. Philonthus neuter Tottenham, 1962. 35 – aedeagus, ventral view, 36 – aedeagus, lateral 
view, 37 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, dorsal view.
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Differential diagnosis. Philonthus luenaensis may be distinguished from the similar P. neuter 
by the shorter eyes, darker and wider elytra and by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Democratic Republic of the Congo (Herman 2001).

Philonthus marcescens Tottenham, 1949
(Figs 22–25)

Philonthus marcescens Tottenham, 1949: 342.
Philonthus sudanensis Cameron, 1952: 824, synonymized by Tottenham (1962: 201).

Type material studied. Sudan. Holotype: ♂, “Sudan Govt., Jebel Haina, R. C. Darling, 29.i.1930, dung, Pres. By Imp. 
Indy. Ent. Brit. Mus. 1930-247. // HOLOTYPE, Philonthus marcescens, Tottenham, 1949, det., R. G. Booth, 2010 [white 
oblong label, handwritten]” (BMNH).

Type locality. “Sudan, Jebel Haina”.

Redescription. Body length 5.4 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.5 mm. 
Head black, pronotum pitchy brown, elytra testaceous, around scutellum and suture narrowly 
black, abdomen brown, posterior margin of all tergites narrowly brown-yellow. Maxillary and 
labial palpi and mandibles brown, antennomere 1 and base of antennomere 2 yellow-brown, 
remaining antennomeres and legs testaceous.

Head rounded, as long as wide, between eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight line, 
distance between medial punctures four times larger than distance between lateral and medial 
puncture. Eyes flat, much longer than temples (ratio 9  : 4), posterior margin with one coarse 
puncture, temporal area with several variably large punctures. Surface with microsculpture con-
sisting of transverse waves.

Antennae long, reaching almost posterior margin of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 
1–3 and 11 longer than wide, antennomeres 4–10 as long as wide.

Pronotum highly convex, anterior angles obtusely rounded, posterior angles markedly roun-
ded. Each dorsal row with five approximately equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with 
two punctures, puncture two shifted to the lateral margin. Surface with microsculpture similar 
to that on head.

Scutellum very finely and very densely punctate, diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, 
separated by puncture diameter in transverse direction, setation yellow-brown.

Elytra as long as wide, slightly widened posteriad, punctation fine and dense, diameter of 
punctures slightly larger than that on scutellum, separated by puncture diameter in transverse 
direction. Surface without microsculpture; setation of the same colouring as that on scutellum.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 2–4 combined.

Abdomen wide, very gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal 
lines, elevated area between lines impunctate. Punctation whole tergites finer and denser than that 
on elytra. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 relatively slightly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified 
pale setae vetrally, protarsomere 4 distinctly narrower than preceding ones. Sternite IX (Fig. 25). 
Aedeagus with simple paramere (Figs 22–24).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus marcescens may be distinguished from the similar
P. coiffaitti by the darker colouring of antennomere 1, narrower head, from P. curvabilis by the 
wider head and pronotum and from both by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Mauretania, Senegal, Sudan (Herman 2001).
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Philonthus mivutanus Tottenham, 1962
(Figs 26–28)

Philonthus mivutanus Tottenham, 1962: 184.

Type material studied. Kenya. Holotype: ♂: “Kenya, Mac Artur Statt, Kanzeko, // Philonthus mivutanus Tottenham 
TYPE [ochre oblong label, handwritten], 1-42, Press by Imp. Indy. Ent. B.M. 1952-515” (BMNH); paratypes: 4 spec., 
same label data as in holotype (BMNH).

Additional material studied. Gambia. 3 spec, Bakau, 6.–26.1984, leg. T. Palm (LHPC, MZLU).

Type locality. “Kenya: Kanzeko”.

Redescription. Body length 6.2  mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 
2.8 mm.¨Head black, pronotum red-brown, elytra blackish, suture broadly reddish-yellow, elyt-
ral epipleura yellow or reddish-yellow, the pale colour extending on the upper surface so that it 
is distinctly visible from above, more extensive at the postero-external angels. Abdomen dark 
brown, paratergites and posterior margin of all tergites brown-yellow. Maxillary and labial palpi 
dark brown. Antennae reddish-yellow, legs pale yellow-brown, tibiae infuscate.

Head as long as wide, parallel-sided, posterior angles bearing one long black bristle. Between 
eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between medial punctures four times 
as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes longer than temples (ratio 8 : 5), 
inner margin of each eye with three punctures, posterior margin with two punctures, temporal area 
with scattered punctures. Surface with very fine microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae long, slightly widened distally, reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. 
Antennomeres 1–4 and 11 longer than wide, antennomeres 5–6 as long as wide, antennomeres 
7–10 slightly wider than long. Antennomere 1 twice longer than antennomere 11, antennomere 
2 as long as antennomere 3.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, distinctly narrowed anteriad, anterior angles con-
spicuously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, bearing several variably long bristles, posterior 
angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with four coarse approximately equidistant punctures, 
each sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two slightly shifted to the lateral margin. Sides 
with several variably long bristles. Surface with microsculpture more distinct than that on head.

Scutellum densely and coarsely punctate. Diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, separa-
ted by puncture diameter in transverse direction. Surface with very fine microsculpture; setation 
dark.

Elytra slightly longer than wide (ratio 28 : 26), slightly widened posteriad, punctation fine and 
dense, punctures as large as punctures on scutellum, separated smaller than puncture diameter in 
transverse direction. Surface without microsculpture; setation brown-yellow.

Legs. Metatibia longer than metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen wide, very gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible tergites with two basal 
lines, elevated area between lines punctate. Punctation of whole tergites much finer and much 
denser than that on elytra. Setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ven-
trally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus, paramere simple (Figs 26–28).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 slightly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale 
setae ventrally, paratarsomere 4 small.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus mivutanus may be distinguished from the P. nairobiensis by 
the longer body length (6.2 mm), shorter antennae and by the different shape of the aedeagus. 
Distribution. Cape Verde Islands, Chad, Kenya (Herman 2001). 
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Philonthus nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907
(Figs 29–31)

Philonthus nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907: 41.
Philonthus clambus Tottenham, 1949, syn. nov.

Type material studied. Kenya. Paratype: ♂, “Afrique orient., Angl., Nairobi: steppe Masai pres Nairobi, 5500 feet, CH. 
Alluard, 1904. // Philonthus nairobiensis, coll. Et. Det. A: Fauvel, R.I.Sc.,N.B. 17.470 [ochre oblong label handwritten]” 
(IRSB). 

Additional material studied. Botswana. 4 spec., Moremi reserve, 10°23’S 23°33E, 18.–20.1972 (LHPC).

Type locality. “Nairobi [Kenya]: steppe Masai pres Nairobi, 5500 feet”.

Redescription. Body length 4.3 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.3 mm. 
Head black, pronotum, scutellum and abdomen brown, elytra brown-yellow, dark translucent 
here and there, elytral epipleura narrowly dirty yellow, maxillary, labial palpi and mandibles dark 
brown, antennomere one and legs yellow, remaining antennomeres brown. 

Head quadrate, slightly wider than long (ratio 14 : 12), parallel-sided, posterior angles bluntly 
rounded, bearing two long black bristles. Between eyes four coarse punctures, distance bettwen 
medial punctures four times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Medial 
punctures distinctly shifted anteriad. Eyes flat, as long as temples, posterior margin with two 
coarse punctures, temporal area impunctate. Surface with very fine microsculpture consisting of 
transverse waves.

Antennae long, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–4 and 11 
longer than wide, antennomeres 5–10 as long as wide.

Pronotum highly convex, anterior angles conspicuously deflexed, slightly rounded, bearing 
several variably long bristles. Posterior angles markedly rounded. Sides bearing several long 
bristles. Each dorsal row with four coarse punctures, punctures 1–3 equidistant, distance between 
punctures 3–4 vaguely smaller than distance between previous punctures. Each sublateral row 
with two punctures, puncture two shifted laterally. Surface with microsculpture similar to that 
on head.

Scutellum densely and coarsely punctate Punctures larger than eye-facets, separated much 
smaller than puncture diameter.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 26 : 23), slightly widened posteriad. Punctation coarse and dense, 
punctures slightly larger than that on scutellum, separated by puncture diameter in transverse 
direction. Surface between punctures without microsculpture; setation yellow-brown.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 shorter than metatarsomere 5.
Abdomen wide, very gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal 

lines, elevated area between lines densely punctate. Punctation of tergites much finer and denser 
than that on elytra. Diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, separated between punctures 
smaller than puncture diameter in transverse direction. Surface without microsculpture; setation 
similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 markedly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale 
setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with simple paramere 
(Figs 29–31).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 much less dilated than those of male, each covered with modified 
pale setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 small.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus nairobiensis may be distinguished from the similar P. mi-
vutanus by the smaller body length (4.3 mm), longer antennae and by the different shape of the 
aedeagus.
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Distribution. Kenya (Herman 2001). 

Philonthus negligens Tottenham, 1962
(Figs 32–34)

Philonthus negligens Tottenham, 1962: 218. 

Type material. Not studied.

Additional material stufied. Tanzania. 1 spec., Ussure in Kuhmist, 3.vii.1911 (ZMHB).

Type locality. “D. Ostafrika [= Tanzania]: Ussure”.

Redescription. Body length 5.6 mm, length of fore body (fom clypeus to the end of elytra)2.6 mm. 
Head black, pronotum and scutellum black-brown, elytra brown-black, suture, posterior margin 
and elytral epipleura narrowly dark yellow, abdomen black-brown, posterior margin of all tergites 
narrowly yellow-red, maxillary and labial palpi and mandibles dark brown, antennomere 1 and base 
of antennomeres 2–3 yellow-brown, remaining antennomeres black-brown. Legs brown-yellow.

Head quadrate, very slightly wider than long (ratio 15 : 14), parallel-sided, posterior angles 
obtusely rounded bearing one long black bristle. four coarse punctures between eyes arranged in 
a straight line, distance between medial punctures about four times as large as distance between 
medial and lateral puncture. Eyes flat, slightly longer than temples (ratio 6.5 : 5). Temporal area 
with several puncures. Surface with very fine microsculpture.

Antennae long, reaching posterior sixth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–3 and 
11 longer than wide, remaining antennomeres as long as wide. Antennomere 1 longer than an-
tennomere 11, antennomere 2 as long as antennomere 3.

Pronotum highly convex, almost as long as wide, very slightly narrowed anteriad. Anterior 
angles obtusely rounded, posterior angles markedly rounded, each dorsal row with five punctu-
res, punctures 1–4 equidistant, distance between puncture 4 and 5 slightly longer than distance 
between previou punctures, distance between puncture 5 and posterior margin of pronotum as long 
as the length of antennomeres 1–2 combined, each sublateral row with rwo punctures arranged 
in a row parallel to the dorsal row and half way between it and side. Surface with microsculpture 
similar to that on head.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctate, somewhat larger than eye-facets, distance 
between punctures very small.

Elytra distinctly wider than long (ratio 36 : 27), slightly widened posteriad. Punctation very 
fine and dense, punctures larger than that on scutellum, separated by puncture diameter or slightly 
smaller. Surface between punctures without microsculpture; setation yellowish.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5.
Abdomen wide, from visible tergite three slightly narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites 

with two basal lines, elevated area between lines with scattered punctures. Punctation at base of 
each visible tergite much finer and denser than that on elytra, becoming finer and sparser towards 
posterior margin of each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation yellowish. 
Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 distinctly dilated and sub-bilobed, densely covered with modified 
pale setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 smaller than preceding ones. Aedeagus with furcate 
paramere (Figs 32–34).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus negligens may be distinguished from P. discoideus by the 
shorter eyes, longer antennae and by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Tanzania (Herman 2001).
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Philonthus neuter Tottenham, 1962
(Figs 35–37)

Philonthus neuter Tottenham, 1962: 219. 

Type material. Not studied.

Additional material studied. Namibia. 23 spec., Südwestafrika, Otjitambi 1150 m, 8.1866, Dr. Königsbauer (LHPC, 
NMHW).

Type locality. “Capeland [= South Africa]: Willowmore”.

Redescription. Body length 6.8 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.8 mm.
Colouration. Head black, pronotum and scutellum black-brown, elytra dark brown-red, suture, 

posterior margin narrowly and whole elytral epipleura yellow-brown, abdomen dark brown, ma-
xillary and labial palpi, mandibles, ventral side of antennomere 1 and legs yellow-brown, dorsal 
side of antennomere 1 and remaining antennomeres brown.

Head wider than long (ratio 19 : 16), very slightly narrowed posteriad, posterior angles obtusely 
rounded, bearing two long and several short black bristles. Between eyes four coarse punctures, 
distance between lateral and medial puncture very small, distance between medial punctures five 
times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes large, distinctly longer than 
temples (ratio 9 : 5), posterior margin with two punctures, temporal area with several variably 
large punctures. Surface with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–3 distinctly 
longer than wide, antennomere 11 slightly longer than wide, antennomeres 4–6 as long as wide, 
antennomeres 7–10 slightly wider than long.

Pronotum highly convex, wider than long (ratio 23 : 21), slightly narrowed anteriad. Anterior 
angles conspicuously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, bearing several short bristles, posterior 
angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with five approximately equidistant punctures, each 
sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two shifted to the lateral margin. Sides bearing one 
long black bristle in anterior third of sides. Surface with microsculpture similar to that on head.

Whole scutellum densely and coarsely punctured, diametr of punctures as large as eye-facets, 
distance between punctures mostly puncture diameter, surface with microsculpture.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 32 : 30, slightly wider posteriorly. Punctation coarser than that 
on scutellum, distance between punctures mostly puncture diameter or smaller. Surface without 
microsculpture; setation yellow-brown.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen from visible tergite three very gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible ter-
gites with two basal lines, elevated area between lines densely punctate. Punctation at base of all 
tergites much denser and finer than that on elytra, becoming sparser towards posterior margin of 
each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.


Figs 38–56. 38–39. Philonthus senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937. female tergite, X, ventral view, 39 – gonocoxites of female 
genital segment. 40–42. Philonthus stercorosus Tottenham, 1962. 40 – aedeagus, ventral view, 41 – aedeagus, lateral 
view, 42 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae. ventral view. 43–46. Philonthus sylvisorex sp. nov. 43 – aedeagus, 
ventral view, 44 – aedeagus, lateral view, 45 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view, 46 – male sternite 
IX, ventral view. 47–50. Philonthus taterae Scheerpeltz, 1951. 47 – aedeagus, ventral view, 48 – aedeagus, lateral view, 
49 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, dorsal view, 50 –apical portion of male sternite VIII, ventral view. 51–53. 
Philonthus testaceocinctus Bernhauer, 1915. 51 – aedeagus, ventral view, 52 – aedeagus, lateral view, 53 – apex of para-
mere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 54–56. Philonthus treron sp. nov. 54 – aedeagus, ventral view, 55 – aedeagus, 
lateral view, 56 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view.
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Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ventral-
ly, protarsomere 4 much narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus, paramere furcate (Figs 35–37).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 less dilated than those of male, each covered with modified pale 
setae ventrally, protarsomere four small.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus neuter is similar in habitus to P. luenaensis from which it 
may be distinguished by the longer eyes, paler and narrower elytra and by the different shape of 
the aedeagus.
Distribution. Namibia, South Africa (Herman 2001).

Philonthus senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937
(Figs 38–39)

Philonthus senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937: 300.

Type material studied. Mali. Holotype: ♀, “Haut Senegal, Bodoumbé, Dr. Nodier, i.–v.1882, Museé du Congo, coll. 
Clermont //senegalensis Bernhauer, TYPUS [ochre oblong label, handwritten] ” (CNHM).

Type locality. “Haut Senegal, Bodoumbe”.

Redescription. Body length 4.4 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.3 mm. 
Head black, pronotum, scutellum and abdomen black-brown, paratergites and posterior margin 
of tergites brown-red, elytra red-brown, suture wide paler. Maxillary, labial palpi, antennae and 
legs yellow-brown.

Head quadrate, wider than long (ratio 17 : 15), from posterior margin of eyes sinuately narro-
wed posteriad. Posterior angles obtusely rounded, bearing one long black bristle. Eyes slightly 
convex, longer than temples (ratio 7 : 6), between eyes four punctures, distance between medial 
punctures four times larger than distance between medial and lateral puncture, temporal area with 
scattered punctures. Surface with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae paler distally, reaching midlegth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomere 1 longer 
than antennomere 11, antennomere 2 slightly longer than antennomere 3.

Pronotum highly convex, slightly longer than wide (ratio 20 : 18), anterior angles conspicu-
ously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, bearing several variably long bristles, posterior angles 
markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with five equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with two 
punctures, puncture two slighty shifted to the lateral margin. Sides with several bristles. Surface 
with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, 
distance between punctures much smaller than puncture diameter..

Elytra wider than long (ratio 26 : 23), slightly widened posteriad. Punctation sparser than that 
on scutellum, separated by one or one and half puncture diameters. Surface without microsculp-
ture; setation yellowish.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus. Metatarsomere 1 slightly shorter than metatarsomere 5.
Abdomen wide, from visible tergite 3 gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible tergites 

with two basal lines, elevated area between lines with scattered punctutres. Punctation at base 
of all tergites denser than that on elytra, becoming sparser and finer towards posterior margin of 
each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Unknown to the author.
Female. Protaromeres 1–3 moderately dilated, each covered with modified pale setae ventrally, 

protarsomere 4 small. Tergite X (Fig. 38); gonocoxite of female genital segment (Fig. 39).
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Differential diagnosis. Philonthus senegalensis may be distinguished from all species in having 
in dorsal rows of pronotum 5 punctures by the small body length 4.3 mm.
Distribution. Mali (Herman 2001).

Philonthus stercorosus Tottenham, 1962
(Figs 40–42)

Philonthus stercorosus Tottenham, 1962: 186.

Type material studied. Zimbabwe. Holotype: ♂, “S. Rhodesia, Wankie Game Reserve, 10.i.1959, in elephant dung 
//Philonthus stercorosus Tottenham, TYPE [ochre oblong label, handwritten]” (BMNH).

Additional material studied. Liberia. 2 spec., Mt. Nimba, Grassfield, 16.–25.ix.1979 (LHPC). Namibia. 2 spec., Etosha 
NP. 25 km NWN Namutoni, elephant dung, leg., B + M. Uhlig (LHPC, ZMHB).

Type locality. “S. Rhodesia [= Zimbabwe],Wankie Game Reserve”.

Redescription. Body length 5.8 mm, length of fore-body (to end of elytra) 2.9 mm. 
Head black, pronotum brown-black, elytra brown-yellow, suture and posterior margin narrowly 

brown-yellow, abdomen black-brown, posterior margin of all tergites narrowly paler. Maxillary 
and labial palpi black-brown, antennomere 1, base of antennomere 2 and legs yellow-brown, 
remaining antennomeres black-brown, inner side of tibiae infuscate.

Head subcircular, wider than long (ratio 18.5 : 17.5), posterior angles bearing two long black 
bristles. Between eyes four punctures, distance between medial punctures four times as large as 
distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes as long as temples. Surface with very fine 
microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae long and slender, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 
1–6 and 11 longer than wide, antennomeres 7–10 as long as wide. Antennomere 1 longer than 
antennomere 11, antennomere 2 vaguely shorter than antennomere 3.

Pronotum approximately as long as wide, slightly narrowed anteriad. Each dorsal with four 
coarse equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two sligthly shifted 
to the lateral margin. Surface with microsculpture more distinct than that on head.

Scutellum very coarsely punctured, surface with distinct microsculpture; setation long and dark.
Elytra wider than long (ratio 36 : 31.5), vaguely widened posteriad. Punctation coarse and 

regular, diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, separated slightly larger than puncture dia-
meter.Surface without microsculpture; setation longer and dark.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 3–4 combined.

Abdomen wide, gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible tergites with two basal lines, 
elevated area between lines punctate. Punctation at base of all tergites finer and denser than that 
on elytra, becoming finer and sparser towards posterior margin of all tergites.Surface without 
microsculpture; setation long and brown-yellow.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ventral-
ly, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeaguswith simple paramere (Figs 40–42).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus stercorosus may be separated from P. uhligi by the smaller 
body length (5.8 mm), darker antennae, paler elytra and by the different shape of the aedeagus. 
Distribution. Zimbabwe (Herman 2001). First records from Liberia and Namibia.
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Philonthus sylvisorex sp. nov.
(Figs 43–46)

Type material. Burundi. Holotype: ♂, “Burundi, Kaninya, vii.1940, A. J. Bréda leg. // HOLOTYPE Philonthus sylvisorex 
Hromádka det., 2010 [red oblong label, printed]” (NMPC); paratype: ♂, same label data as in holotype (LHPC).

Type locality. Burundi, Kaninya.

Description. Body length 6.1 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.2 mm. Head 
black, pronotum dark brown, scutellum and elytra chestnut-coloured, suture, posterior margin and 
elytral epipleura narrowly yellow-brown, abdomen dark brown, posterior margin of all tergites 
narrowly brown-yellow. Maxillary and labial palpi, mandibles and antennomere 1 brown-yellow, 
remaining antennomeres dark brown. Femora yellow-brown, tibiae and tarsi brown-black.

Head rounded, wider than long (22 : 19) slightly narrowed posteriad. Posterior angles bearing 
one long black bristle. Between eyes 4 coarse punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between 
medial punctures four times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes large, 
slightly convex, longer than temples (ratio 10 : 7), posterior margin with two punctures, temporal 
area with scattered punctures. Surface without microsculpture.

Antennae long, exceeding posterior margin of pronotum by the length of antennomere 11 when 
reclined,all antennomeres longer than wide. Antennomere 1 almost twice longer than antennomere 
11, as long as antennomeres 9–10 combined, antennomere 2 shorter than antennomere 3.

Pronotum parallel-sided, longer than wide (ratio 38 : 34), anterior angles obtusely rounded be-
aring several variably long bristles, posterior angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with five 
punctures, punctures 2–4 approximately equidistant, distance between punctures 1–2 and 4–5 larger 
than distance between previous punctures. Each sublateral row with two punctures arranged in 
a row parallel to the dorsal row and placed nearer to the side. Surface without microsculpture.

Scutellum very finely and very sparsely punctate, diameter of punctures smaller than eye-facets, 
separated by two ot three puncture diameters, surface without microsculpture

Elytra as long as wide, markedly narrowed posteriad. Punctation coarse and sparse, diameter 
of punctures larger than eye-facets, separated by one or one and half puncture diameters. Surface 
without microsculpture; setation scarceness, brown.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, as long 
as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen wide, very gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal 
lines, elevated area between lines impunctate. Punctation at base of all tergites much finer and 
sparser than that on elytra, becoming sparser towards posterior margin of each tergite. Surface 
without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 hardly dilated and subbilobed, each covered with modified pale se-
tae ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones, heart-shaped. Sternite IX (Fig. 46), 
aedeagus with furcate paramere (Figs 43–45).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus sylvisorex sp. nov. may be distinguished from the similar P. 
taterae by the longer antennae, wider and longer elytra , sparser punctation of elytra and by the 
different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Burundi. 
Etymology. The name of this species, a noun in apposition, is the Latin generic name of the 
African climbing shrew Sylvisorex morio (Gray, 1862).
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Philonthus taterae Scheerpeltz, 1951
(Figs 47–50)

Philonthus taterae Sheerpeltz, 1951: 27.
Philonthus discoideisimilis Scheerpeltz, 1974: 149, synonymized by Hromádka (2010d: 513).

Type material studied. South Africa. Holotype: ♂, “Vredefort, 19.viii.1949, Orange Free-State, Locus 2627 AD, leg. 
W. D. Oliff. in nest Tatera Brandsii (Rodentia Muridae) ex coll. Scheerpeltz // Philonthus taterae Scheerpeltz Type [red 
oblong label]” (NHMW).

Type locality. “South Africa, Vredefort”.

Redescription. Body length 6.7 mm, length of fore body (to end of elytra) 3.2 mm. Head black, 
pronotum and scutellum black-brown, elytra brown.black, suture (in posterior half wider), posterior 
margin and elytral epipleura narrowly yellow-brown, abdomen brown-black, posterior margin of 
all tergites narrowly brown-red, maxillary, labial palpi and mandibles brown-yellow. Antennomeres 
1–2 and base of antennomere 3 brown-yellow, remaining antennomeres black-brown. Femora 
and tarsi brown-yellow, tibiae darker.

Head rounded, slightly wider than long (ratio 19.5 : 17), slightly narrowed posteriad. Posterior 
angles obtusely rounded, bearing one long and several short black bristles. Between eyes four 
coarse punctures, distance between medial punctures four times as large as distance between 
medial and lateral puncture. Eyes longer than temples (ratio 8 : 6). Temporal area with several 
coarse punctures. Surface with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae long, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomere 1 slightly 
longer than antennomere 11, antennomere 2 shorter than antennomere 3.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, narrowed anteriad. Anterior angles and sides bearing 
several variably long black bristles. Posterior angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with 
five approximately equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with two punctures. Surface with 
microsculpture similar to that on head.

Scutellum finely and sparsely punctured, punctures slightly smaller than eye-facets, separated 
between punctures larger than puncture diameter in transverse direction. Surface with distinct 
and fine microsculpture. Elytra as long as wide, very slightly widened posteriad. Anterior angles 
bearing one long black bristle. Punctation coarse, contiguous here and there, diameter of punctures 
as large as eye-facets, separated between punctures mostly by puncture diameter. Surface without 
microsculpture; setation brown-yellow, separately longer on sides. 

Legs. Metatarsus as long as metatibia, metatarsomere 1 longer than metatarsomere 5, slightly 
longer than metatarsomeres 2–3 combined. 

Abdomen gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal lines, elevated 
area between lines densely punctate. Punctation of visible tergites fine and very dense. Diameter 
of punctures smaller than eye-facets, separated between punctures smaller than puncture diameter. 
Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ven-
trally, protarsomere 4 smaller than preceding ones. Sternite VIII (Fig. 50), aedeagus with furcate 
paramere (Figs 47–49).

Female. Unknown..
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus taterae may be distiguished from the similar P. testaceocinctus 
by the different shape of the paramere, from P. sylvisorex sp. nov. by the shorter antennae, narrower 
and shorter elytra, denser punctation of elytra and by the different shape of the aedeagus. 
Distribution. South Africa (Herman 2001).
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Philonthus testaceocinctus Bernhauer, 1915
(Figs 51–53)

Philonthus testaceocinctus Bernhauer, 1915: 140.

Type material studied. Tanzania. Holotype: ♂, “Deutsch-Ostafrika, Unjanjembe, Juni 11, Methner // testaceocinctus, 
Bernhauer, TYPUS [ochre oblong label, handwritten] Chicago NHMus M. Bernhauer Collection” (FMNH); Syntype: ♂, 
same label data as in holotype (FMNH).

Type locality. “Deutsch-Ostafrika [= Tanzania]: Unjanjembe”.

Redescription. Body length 4.8 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 2.4 mm. 
Head black, pronotum and scutellum brown, elytra brown-black, suture, posterior margin and 
elytral epipleura narrowly brown-yellow. Abdomen brown-black, posterior margin of all tergites 
narrowly yellow-brown, maxillary and labial palpi brown, antennomeres 1–2 yellow, remaining 
antennomeres dark brown, legs yellow-brown, tibiae darker.

Head square, slightly wider than long (ratio 16.5 : 15), parallel-sided, posterior angles very 
slightly rounded bearing one long black bristle. Between eyes four punctures, distance between 
medial and lateral punctures about four times as large as distance between medial and lateral 
puncture. Eyes almost as long as temples. Temporal area sparsely punctured. Surface with very 
fine microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae slender and long, reaching almost posterior margin of pronotum when reclined. 
Antennomeres 1–3 and 11 longer than wide, antennomere 1 longer than antennomere 11.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, narrowed anteriad. Posterior angles markedly roun-
ded. Each dorsal row with five approximately equidistant punctures, each sublateral row with two 
punctures, puncture two markedly shifted laterally. Microsculpture similar to that on head.

Scutellum densely and coarsely punctate, diameter of punctures equal in size as eye-facets, 
separated between punctures much smaller than puncture diameter. 

Elytra wider than long (ratio 28  :  25), slightly narrowed posteriad, punctation coarse and 
relatively sparse, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, separated by one or one and half 
puncture diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation yellowish.

Legs. Metatibia longer than metatarsus (ratio 15.5 : 13), metatarsomere 1 slightly longer than 
metatarsomere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen wide, from visible tergite 3 gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites 
with two basal lines, elevated area between lines impunctate. Punctation at base of all tergites 
finer and denser than that on elytra, becoming finer and sparser towards posterior margin of each 
tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 simple, moderately dilated, each covered with modified pale setae 
ventrally, protarsomere 4 very small. Aedeagus with furcate paramere (Figs 51–53).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus testaceocinctus may be distinguished from similar P. hypero-
lius sp. nov. by the longer antennae, shorter paramere, from P. taterae by the different shape of 
the paramere.
Distribution. Tanzania, Uganda (Herman 2001).

Philonthus treron sp. nov.
(Figs 54–56)

Type material. Tanzania. Holotype: ♂, “Tanzania, Mwanza, 11.x.1969, Ardö leg., // HOLOTYPE Philonthus treron sp. 
nov. Hromádka det., 2012 [red oblong label, printed]” (NMPC).
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Type locality. Tanzania, Mwanza.

Description. Body length 7.1 mm, legth of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.2 mm. 
Head black, pronotum and scutellum black-brown, elytra dark brown, suture and posterior margin 
narrowly and whole elytral epipleura yellow-brown, abdomen dark brown, posterior margin of 
all tergites narrowly yellow-brown. Maxillary, labial palpi, mandibles and antennae brown, legs 
yellow-brown.

Head rounded, slightly wider than long (ratio 17 : 15), posterior margin bearing one long black 
bristle, between eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight line. Distance between medial 
punctures four times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes flat, longer 
than temples (ratio 7 : 5). Posterior margin with two coarse punctures, temporal area with scattered 
punctures. Surface with tracks of very fine microsculpture here and there.

Antennae reaching posterior margin of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 1–4 and 11 
longer than wide, antennomeres 5–10 as long as wide.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, anterior angles from dorsal view almost rectangular, 
from lateral view conspicuously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, posterior angles markedly 
rounded. Each dorsal row with five coarse punctures, punctures 1–4 equidistant, distance between 
punctures 4–5 slightly larger than distance between previous punctures. Each sublateral row with 
two punctures, puncture two distinctly shifted laterally. Surface with microsculpture similar to 
that on head.

Scutellum in posterior two thirds densely and finely punctured, diameter of punctures slightly 
larger than eye-facets, distance between punctures smaller than puncture diameter, surface with 
dense black setation. Anterior third impunctate, smooth.

Elytra quadrate, almost as long as wide,very slightly widened posteriad. Punctation very slightly 
coarser than that on scutellum, distance between punctures mostly puncture diameter, smaller 
here and there. Surface without microsculpture; setation brown-yellow.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 as long as metatarsomeres 5, slightly 
shorter than antennomeres 2–4 combined.

Abdomen very gradually narrowed posteriad. First three visible tergtes with two basal lines, ele-
vated area between lines finely and densely punctate. Punctation of all tergites exceptionally finely 
and uniformly punctured. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 strongly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale 
setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 much narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with furcate pa-
ramere (Figs 54–56).

Female. Unknown..
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus treron sp. nov is similiar to P. ventralis but differs from it 
by the different colouring of elytra, denser punctation of abdomen and by the different shape of 
the aedeagus.
Distribution. Tanzania.
Etymology. The name of this species, a noun in apposition, is the Latin generic name of the 
African green pidgeon Treron calvus (Temminck, 1808).

Philonthus uhligi Hromádka, 2005
(Figs 57–59)

Philonthus uhligi Hromádka, 2005: 112.
Type material studied.: South Africa. Holotype: ♂, “Republic of South Africa, Kruger N.P. Skukuza, i.1999, elephant 
dung, ex Hample No. 2., leg. C. Paetel // Philonthus uhligi sp. nov. Hromádka det., 2005, [red oblong printed label]” 
(ZMHB); paratypes: 3 spec., same label data as in holotype (LHPC, ZMHB).



76

Type locality. “Republic of South Africa, Kruger N.P., Skukuza”.

Redescription. Body length 6.9–7.3 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 
2.9–3.1 mm. Head black, pronotum dark brown, elytra brown-black, suture, posterior margin, 
elytral epipleura and angles yellow-brown, maxillary and labial palpi brown-black, antennae 
yellow-brown, antennomeres 1–2 yellow, legs testaceous, inner side of all tibiae infuscate.

Head rounded, slightly wider than long (ratio 23.5 : 22.5), posterior angles obtusely rounded, 
bearing three long black bristles. Between eyes four punctures, distance between medial punctures 
three times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes as long as temples. Tem-
poral area with several fine punctures. Surface with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae slender and long, reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomere 
1 slightly shorter than antennomeres 1–2 combined, longer than antennomere11, antennomere 2 
longer than antennomere 3, antennomere 11 shorter than antennomeres 9–10 combined.

Pronotum highly convex, as long as wide, narrowed anteriad, anterior angles conspicuously 
deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded. Each dorsal row with four coarse equidistant punctures, each 
sublateral row with two punctures, puncture two slightly shifted to the lateral margin. Surface 
with microsculpture, similar to that on head.

Scutellum densely punctured, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, separated between 
punctures smaller than puncture diameter. Microsculpture very fine, setation dark brown.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 45 : 40.5), very slightly widened posteriad. Punctation fine and 
dense, diameter of punctures equal in size as eye-facets, separated by one or one and half puncture 
diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation testaceous.

Legs. Metatibia as long as metatarsus, metatarsomere 1 slightly longer than metatarsomeres 
2–3 combined, metatarsomere 5 shorter than metatarsomeres 3–4 combined.

Abdomen gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal lines, elevated 
area between lines densely punctate. Punctation at base of all tergites finer and denser than that on 
elytra, becoming very slightly sparser towards posterior margin of each tergite. All tergites bearing 
with short bristles on each side. Surface without microsculpture; setation brown-yrellow.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 strongly dilated and sub-bilobed, each densely covered with modi-
fied pale setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with simple 
paramere (Figs 57–59).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–3 only slightly dilated and sub-bilobed, with less numerous pale 
setae ventrally.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus uhligi may be distinguished from the habitually similar P. 
mivutanus by the darker colouration of antennae, shorter head and pronotum, from P. stercorosus 
by the larger body length (6.9–7.3 mm), darker elytra and from both by the different shape of 
the aedeagus.
Distribution. Republic of South Africa.

Philonthus uraeginthus sp. nov.
(Figs 60–62)

Type material. Zimbabwe. Holotype: ♂, “Zimbabwe, loc. Kutsaga near Harare airport, 18.vi. 1997, W. Rossi leg. [red 
oblong printed label]” (NMPC); paratype: ♂, same data as in holotype (LHPC).

Type locality. Zimbabwe, loc. Kutsaga near Harare airport.

Description. Body length 6.7 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.8 mm. 
Head, pronotum, scutellum, elytra and abdomen black, maxillary and labial palpi black brown, 
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Figs 57–68. 57–59. Philonthus uhligi Hromádka, 2005. 57 – aedeagus, ventral view, 58 – aedeagus, lateral view, 59 – apex 
of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 60–62. Philonthus uraeginthus sp. nov. 60 – aedeagus, ventral view, 
61 – aedeagus, lateral view, 62 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view. 63–65. Philonthus ventralis 
(Gravenhorst, 1802). 63 – aedeagus, ventral view, 64 – aedeagus, lateral view, 65 – apex of paramere with sensory peg 
setae, ventral view. 66–68. Philonthus xanthoraphis Eppelsheim, 1895. 66 – aedeagus, ventral view, 67 – aedeagus, lateral 
view, 68 – apex of paramere with sensory peg setae, ventral view.

base of antennomere 2 paler, remaining antennomeres black, femora brown-yellow, tibiae slightly 
darker, tarsi brown, paler distally.

Head wider than long (ratio 23 : 21), very slightly narrowed anteriad, posterior angles obtusely 
rounded, bearing two long and several short black bristles. Between eyes four punctures, lateral 
punctures slightly shifted anteriad. Distance between medial punctures four times as large as 
distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes flat, slightly shorter than temples (ratio 8 : 9), 
posterior margin with one coarse puncture, anterior half of temples impunctate, posterior half 
with scattered punctures. Surface without microsculpture.
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Antennae slender and long, reaching almost posterior margin of pronotum when reclined. Anten-
nomeres 1–8 and 11 distinctly longer than wide, antennomeres 9–10 slightly longer than wide.

Scutellum highly convex, as long as wide, distinctly narrowed anteriad. Anterior angles obtu-
sely and posterior angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with five approximately equidistant 
punctures, distance between puncture five and posterior margin of pronotum as long as the length 
of antennomere 1. Each sublateral row with two punctures, distance between punctures very small, 
as long as the length of antennomere 10 Surface without microsculpture.

Scutellum finely and relatively sparsely punctured. Diameter of punctures slightly smaller than 
eye-facets, separated by one and half or two puncture diametrs. |Surface without microsculpture.

Elytra slightly wider than long (ratio 35.5 : 34), widened posteriad. Punctation coarser than 
that on scutellum, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, separated by one or one and half 
puncture diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation blackish. 

Legs. Metatibia longer than metatarsus (ratio 21 : 19), metatarsomere 1 longer than metatar-
somere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–4 combined. 

Abdomen wide, very gardually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal 
lines, elevated area between lines impunctate. Punctation at base of all tergites finer and denser 
than that on elytra, diameter of punctures smaller than eye-facets, separated by puncture diameter 
or slightly larger, becoming sparser towards posterior margin of each tergite. Surface without 
microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ventral-
ly, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus with simple paramere (Figs 60–62).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus uraeginthus sp. nov. is similar to P. xanthoraphis, but differs 
by the darker and longer antennae, shorter eyes, sparser punctation of abdomen and by the diff-
erent shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Zimbabwe.
Etymology. The name of this species, a noun in apposition, is the Latin generic name of the 
African blue waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis (Linnaeus, 1758).

Philonthus ventralis (Gravenhorst, 1802)
(Figs 63–65)

Staphylinus ventralis Gravenhorst, 1802: 174. 
Staphylinus antrax Gravenhorst, 1802: 175, synonymized by Nordmann (1837: 97).
Staphylinus immundus Gravenhorst, 1806: 66, synonymized by Erichson (1839: 468).
Staphylinus celer Gravenhorst, 1806: 66, synonymized by Nordmann (1837: 94).
Quedius picicollis Stephens, 1832: 224, synonymized by G. Waterhouse (1858: 25).
Bisnius simplex Stephens, 1833: 248, synonymized by G. Waterhouse (1858: 25).
Bisnius fulvipes Stephens, 1833: 249, synonymized by G. Waterhouse (1858: 25).
Bisnius rotundiceps Stephens, 1833: 248, synonymized by G. Waterhouse (1858: 25).
Philonthus proximus Wollaston, 1857: 189, synonymized by Wollaston (1867: 238).
Philonthus fortunatus Wollaston, 1865: 493, synonymized by Fauvel (1902: 110).

Type material. Not studied.

Additional material studied. Ethiopia. 1 spec. Bale 8 km W. of Dinshu, 0706 N. 3944 E, 3050m, xii.1971 (LHPC).

Type locality. “Lusitania”.

Redescription. Body length 6.7mm, length of fore body (to end of elytra) 3.1 mm.
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Head black, pronotum chestnut-coloured, scutellum and elytra dark brown, suture, posterior 
margin and elytral epipleura narrowly yellow-brown, abdomen dark brown, antennae brown, 
maxillary and labial palpi brown, femora yellow-brown, tibiae and tarsi darker.

Head quadrate, as long as wide, parallel-sided, posterior angles distinctive, bearing two long 
black bristles. Between eyes four coarse punctures arranged in a straight line, distance between 
medial punctures, four times as large as distance between medial and lateral puncture. Eyes as long 
as temples, posterior margin with two coarse punctures, temporal area with scattered punctures. 
Surface with distinctive microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Antennae short, reaching midlenght of pronotum when reclined. Antennomere 1 as long 
as antennomeres 2–3 combined, twice longer than antennomere 11, antennomere 2 as long as 
antennomere 3, antennomere 4 slightly longer than wide, antennomeres 5–7 as long as wide, 
antennomeres 8–10 slightly wider than long.

Pronotum highly convex, slightly longer than wide (ratio 27 : 25), parallel-sided. Anterior angles 
bearing several variably long bristles, posterior margin markedly rounded. Several variably long 
bristles in anterior third of sides. Each dorsal row with five coarse punctures, punctures 2–4 equi-
distant, distance between punctures 1–2 and 4–5 larger than distance between previous punctures, 
each sublateral row with two punctures, arranged in a row parallel to the dorsal row and half way 
between it and side. Surface with microsculpture more distinctive than that on head. 

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures larger than eye-facets, 
separated between punctures much smaller than puncture diameter.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 35 : 32), slightly widened posteriad. Punctation coarse and rela-
tively sparse. Diameter of punctures larger than that on scutellum, separated by one and half or 
two puncture diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation testaceous.

Legs. Metatibia slightly longer than metatarsus (ratio 16 : 18), matatarsomere 1 slightly shorter 
than metatarsomere 5, as long as metatarsomeres 2–3 combined.

Abdomen wide, from visible tergite 3 slightly narrowed anteriad and posteriad. Punctation at 
base of each tergite finer and denser than that on elytra, becoming finer and sparser towards pos-
terior margin of each tergite. Surface without microsculpture; setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 not strongly dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified 
pale setae ventrally, protarsomere 4 narrower than preceding ones. Aedeagus, paramere furcate 
(Figs 63–65).

Female. Protarsomeres 1–4 not appreciably different from those of male.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus ventralis may be distinguished from the similar P. treron sp. 
nov. by the different colouring of elytra, sparsely punctation of abdomen and by the different 
shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Cosmopolitan (Herman 2001).

Philonthus xanthoraphis Eppelsheim, 1895
(Figs 66–68)

Philonthus xanthoraphis Eppelsheim, 1895: 205.
Philonthus marginellus Schubert, 1902: 406, synonymized by Scheerpeltz (1933: 1368).
Philonthus niziensis Cameron 1933: 217, synonymized by Tottenham (1962: 217).
Philonthus opaciventris Fauvel, 1907: 42, synonymized by Tottenham (1962: 217).

Type material.Not studied.

Additional material studied. Kenya. 1 ♀, Muguga31.vii.1960, coll., D. H. Kistner (FMNH); 2 spec., Eastern Cape Fort 
Fordce NR, 32°40’S, 26°29’E, zebra+wildebeest dung, 1.xii.2009, J. Janák lgt (JJRC); South Africa. 1 spec., Cape Prov., 
Kysna, Diepwalle, 12.xii.1981, elephant dunk, S. Peck (LHPC).
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Type locality. “Ganale Gudda, Arussi Galla [Ethiopia]”.

Redescription. Body length 6.2 mm, length of fore body (from clypeus to end of elytra) 3.0 mm. 
Head black, pronotum and scutellum black-brown, elytra dark brown, suture narrowly red-brown, 
abdomen brown, posterior margin of all tergites narrowly red-brown. Maxillary, labial palpi and 
mandibles dark brown, antannomeres 1–2 brown-yellow, remaining antennomeres black- brown. 
Femora yellow-brown, tibiae black-brown, tarsi brown, paler distally.

Head rounded, slightly wider than long (ratio 28 : 23), posterior angles bearing one long black 
bristle. Between eyes four punctures, arranged in a straight line. Eyes flat, longer than temples 
(ratio 10 : 8), posterior margin bearing two bristles, temporal area with scattered punctures. Surface 
with very fine, irregular microsculpture. 

Antennae slender and long, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined. Antennomeres 
1–8 and 11 longer than wide, antennomeres 9–10 as long as wide.Antennomere 1 twice longer 
than antennomere 11 and as long as antennomeres 9–10 combined, antennomere 2 shorter than 
antennomere 3.

Pronotum slightly longer than wide (ratio 34 : 32), convex, parallel-sided, anterior angles con-
spicuously deflexed, vaguely obtusely rounded, bearing several variably long bristles, posterior 
angles markedly rounded. Each dorsal row with five coarse approximately equidistant punctures, 
each sublateral row with two punctures arranged in a row parallel to the dorsal row and half way 
between it and side. Surface with very fine microsculpture consisting of transverse waves.

Scutellum very densely and coarsely punctured, diameter of punctures as large as eye-facets, 
separated much smaller than puncture diameter; setation dark.

Elytra wider than long (ratio 41 : 39), very slightly widened posteriad. Punctation dense and 
fine. Diameter of punctures slightly larger than that on scutellum, separated by one or one and 
half puncture diameters. Surface without microsculpture; setation brown.

Legs. Metatibia longer than metatarsus (ratio 22 : 19), metatarsomere 1 longer than metatar-
somere 5, almost as long as metatarsomeres 2–4 combined.

Abdomen wide, very gradually narrowed posteriad, first three visible tergites with two basal 
lines, elevated area between lines densely punctate. Punctation of whole tergites exceptionally 
finely and densely uniformly punctured. Diameter of punctures much smaller than eye-facets. 
Setation similar to that on elytra.

Male. Protarsomeres 1–3 dilated and sub-bilobed, each covered with modified pale setae ven-
trally, protarsomere 4 distinctly smaller than preceding ones, heart-shaped. Aedeagus, paramere 
simple (Figs 66–68).

Female. Unknown.
Differential diagnosis. Philonthus xanthoraphis is quite similar to P. uraeginthus sp. nov.,but 
differs from the latter by the paler and shorter antennae, longer eyes, much denser punctation of 
abdomen and by the different shape of the aedeagus.
Distribution. Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Africa (Her-
man 2001).
Note. About this species Tottenham 1962: 217 writes: I have seen the types of the three species 
mentioned in the above synonymy and am convinced as to their specific identity. Unfortunately 
the unique type of P. xanthoraphis, which is a male, has the aedeagus missing, and the unique 
type of P. opaciventris is a female.

Key to species of the Philonthus discoideus group
1 	 Each dorsal row of pronotum with four punctures. ..................................................................................................... 2
– 	 Each dorsal row of pronotum with five punctures. ...................................................................................................... 5
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2 	 Smaller species, body length 4.3 mm, antennae longer, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined. ............. 
.......................................................................................................................................... P. nairobiensis Fauvel, 1907

– 	 Larger species, body length 5.8–7.3 mm. .................................................................................................................... 3
3 	 Eyes longer than temples (ratio 8 : 5 ), antennae red-yellow, pronotum red-brown. .................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................... P. mivutanus Tottenham,  1962
– 	 Eyes as long as temples. ............................................................................................................................................... 4
4 	 Smaller species, body length 5.8 mm, antennomere 1 yellow-brown, remaining antennomeres black-brown, elytra 

brown-yellow. ............................................................................................................. P. stercorosus Tottenham, 1962
– 	 Larger species 6.9 – 7.3 mm, antennomeres 1–2 yellow, remaining antennomeres yellow-brown, elytra brown-red. ... 

............................................................................................................................................... P. uhligi Hromádka, 2005
5 	 Smaller species, body length 4.3 mm, antennae shorter, yellow-brown, reaching midlength of pronotum when reclined, 

elytra red-brown. ....................................................................................................... P. senegalensis Bernhauer, 1937 
– 	 Larger species, body length at least 5.2 mm. ............................................................................................................... 6
6 	A bdomen exceptionally finely and uniformly punctured, elytra dark brown, suture reddish. ...................................... 

................................................................................................................................ P. xanthoraphis Eppelsheim, 1895 
– 	 Abdomen normally punctured, basal regions of tergites more closely punctured, than in their apical regions. ......... 7
7 	 Antennae uniformely punctured. ................................................................................................................................. 8
– 	 Antennomeres 1 or 1–2 paler than remaining antennomeres. ................................................................................... 10
8 	 Antennae and whole body black, antennae long, reaching posterior margin of pronotum when reclined. ..................... 

................................................................................................................................................... P. uraeginthus sp. nov.
– 	 Antennae brown. .......................................................................................................................................................... 9
9 	 Elytra uniformly brown, abdomen sparsely punctured. ............................................ P. ventralis (Gravenhorst, 1802)
– 	 Elytra brown, suture and posterior margin and whole elytral epipleura yellow-brown, abdomen exceptionally finely 

and uniformely punctured. ................................................................................................................. P. treron sp. nov.
10 	Ventral side of antennomere 1 yellow, dorsal side and remaining antennomeres darker. ......................................... 11
– 	 Antennomeres 1 or 1–2 uniformly paler. ................................................................................................................... 12
11 	Eyes longer than temples (ratio 9:5), elytra brown-red, slightly wider than long (ratio 23 : 21), paramere furcate, right 

branche longer than left branche (Fig. 37). ........................................................................ P. neuter Tottenham, 1962
– 	 Eyes longer than temples (ratio 9 : 5), elytra brown-red, distinctly wider than long (ratio 37 : 30), paramere simple 

(Fig. 21). ........................................................................................................................ P. luenaensis Lavasseur, 1962
12 	Antennomere 1 from yellow to brown-yellow. ......................................................................................................... 13
– 	 Antennomeres 1–2 from yellow to brown-yellow. .................................................................................................... 18
13 	Antennomere 1 brown-yellow, remaining antennomeres dark brown, antennae long, reaching posterior margin of 

pronotum when reclined, eyes longer than temples (ratio 10 : 7). Paramere simple, distance between apex of paramere 
and the apex of median lobe by half shorter than length of whole paramere. ............................. P. sylvisorex sp. nov.

– 	 Antennomere 1 yellow-brown. .................................................................................................................................. 14
14 	Eyes longer than temples. .......................................................................................................................................... 15
– 	 Eyes as long as temples. ............................................................................................................................................ 16
15 	Eyes distinctly longer than temples (ratio 9 : 6), antennae short, reaching midlength of pronotum when reclined. ..... 

................................................................................................................................. P. discoideus (Gravenhorst, 1802)
– 	 Eyes slightly longer than temples (ratio 6.5 : 5), antennae long , reaching posterior sixth of pronotum when reclined. 

........................................................................................................................................ P. negligens Tottenham, 1962
16 	Head wider than long (ratio 19 : 15), elytra wider than long (ratio 28 : 25). .................... P. curvabilis Herman, 2001
– 	H ead as long as wide. ................................................................................................................................................ 17
17 	Elytra as long as wide, antennae reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined. .............................................. 

..................................................................................................................................... P. marcescens Tottenham, 1969
– 	 Antennomere 11 yellow, antennae reaching midlength of pronotum when reclined, elytra wider than long (ratio 26 : 20). 

........................................................................................................................................... P. coiffaiti Levasseur, 1962
18 	Paramere simple. ....................................................................................................................................................... 19
– 	 Paramere furcate. ....................................................................................................................................................... 20
19 	Eyes shorter than temples (ratio 6 : 7), antennae long, reaching posterior fifth of pronotum when reclined, elytra as 

long as wide, punctation dense and fine, separated by one or one and half puncture diameter. .................................... 
................................................................................................................................. P. flavocinctus Motschulsky, 1858

– 	 Eyes longer than temples (ratio 7 : 5.5), antennae reaching posterior fourth of pronotum when reclined, elytra wider 
than long (ratio 29 : 25), punctation sparse, separated by two puncture diameters in transverse direction. .................. 
........................................................................................................................................ P. lineolatus Tottenham, 1962

20 	Paramere with left branche (dorsal face) considerable shorter that right branch (Fig. 49). ............................................ 
........................................................................................................................................... P. taterae Scheerpeltz, 1951
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– 	 Paramere with both branches to equal length. ........................................................................................................... 21
21 	Antennae long, reaching posterior margin of pronotum when reclined, paramere extremely short, its length equal to 

half distance between its apex and that of median lobe (Fig. 51). ........................... P. testaceopictus Bernhauer, 1915
– 	 Antennae short, reaching posterior third of pronotum when reclined, paramere longer than distance between its apex 

and that of the median lobe (Fig. 13). ......................................................................................... P. hyperolius sp. nov.
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