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In memoriam of RNDr. Karel Lohnisky, Ph.D.
(1935-2014)

RNDr. Karel Lohnisky, Ph.D. left us after a long and serious illness on Sunday, 20 April 2014. He
was born on 28 July 1935 in Prague. After finishing high school in Prague in 1953, he studied at
the Faculty of Biological Sciences, Charles University, Prague. He found the fenoscandinavien
cladoceran Limnosida frontosa during his studies on the diet composition and growth of European
perch in Slapy reservoir (Vltava river). This species of cladoceran has only been recorded once in
South Bohemian ponds. His diploma thesis was on this topic. The title of Dr Lohnisky doctoral
thesis is Ecology of European Perch in Water Reservoirs and he defended it at the Department of
Ecological and Systematic Zoology, Faculty of Science, Charles University, Prague.

After graduation in 1958 he worked in the Museum of Eastern Bohemia in Hradec Kralové
as a zoologist and administrator of the vertebrate collection. He spent his entire creative life
working in this museum until his retirement in 2007. The focus of his professional life was fish
morphometrics and faunistics. In particular he studied the biology of the brook lamprey between
1962 and 1968, which resulted in a great number of publications of original scientific work. His
first dissertation in 1963 was dismissed by his employer for political reasons and only finished
in 1999. His doctoral thesis was entitled Diversity of Ichthyofauna of Eastern Bohemia and the
Main Causes of its Changes.

In addition, Dr Lohnisky dealt with veterinary issues, such as aquatic invertebrates and small
mammals and birds in the Eastern Bohemian region. Results of his studies in veterinary science
were published in original papers and scientific reviews. Thanks to his efforts museums in the
Czech Republic have very large ichthyological collections, which include 15,000 specimens ma-
inly from the Czech Republic and Slovakia. He also founded regional collections of amphibians,
which now include about 500 specimens.

Left— Karel Lohnisky angling during his study of the river Labe in Eastern Bohemia in June 1966. Right — Karel Lohnisky
in his laboratory in the Museum of Eastern Bohemia in Hradec Kralové in July 1995 (photos by Miroslav Benes).
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He taught at the Pedagogic University in Hradec Kralové for several terms and supervised several
diploma studies. He put his experience to practical use in the years 1965—-1988 while serving on
the Science Commission in the National Museum and the Zoological Commission of the Central
Museological Cabinet at the Ministry of Culture, which he chaired from 1975 to 1988. He was
amember of the editorial board of the journal Akvarium Terarium, Acta Musei Reginaehradecensis
and from 1970 on the Committee of the Natural History Club of Northeastern Bohemia.

All colleagues and friends in the Czech and the Slovak Republics will remember Karel Lohnisky
and his great contribution to ichthyology and hydrobiology.
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