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Jan Zejda: 90th Birthday

We celebrated the 90th birthday of Jan Zejda, or Honza to all his friends, two years ago. Jan 
Zejda was born on 14 June 1929 in Prague, from 1948 to 1952 he studied forest engineering at 
the Prague Technical University. After qualifying, he was employed at the Institute for Vertebrate 
Research of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences in Brno (now the Institute of Vertebrate 
Biology, Czech Academy of Sciences, Brno) from 1954 until his retirement, achieving the scien-
tific degree of Candidate of Science (CSc) – corresponding to PhD – in 1960. For nearly fourty 
years, his work was concentrated on rodent ecology, with further work on large herbivores in later 
years. He organised a number of successful studies on the bank vole (Clethrionomys glareolus) 
ecology, describing changes in the participation of different generations in reproduction, in length 
of reproduction season and litter size, resulting in a description of population age structure over 
the course of a year and in relation to fluctuations in population density. In this respect, he also 
contributed to our knowledge of changes in food composition (together with Věra Holišová) and 
helminth synusy in the bank vole (together with František Tenora). In other monographs, Jan Zejda 
described standing crop estimates of small mammal species and their communities in different 
forest types (together with Jaroslav Pelikán and Věra Holišová). Jan Zejda showed particular 
interest in floodplain forests during this period, resulting in a description of energy flow through 
small mammal communities, particularly as regards the bank vole.

Jan Zejda also spent much of 
his time examining transformati-
ons in the agricultural landscape 
caused by agricultural intensifi-
cation and compared its influence 
on small terrestrial mammal com-
munities and large herbivore spe-
cies (namely field roe deer Capre-
olus capreolus; most often with 
Miloslav Homolka). As the leader 
of the mammology research team, 
he organised intensive research on 
the ecology and ethology of the 
dominant insectivorous species, 
rodents and ungulates, resulting 
in a number of research papers, 
monographs and books. He has 
participated on numerous national 
and international projects, inclu-
ding the International Biological 
Program (IBP) and Man and the 
Biosphere (MaB), and has coo-
perated on a  number of major 
research external projects, e. g. 
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vertebrates on emission clearings in the Beskydy 
Mts., and the influence of the Dukovany Nuclear 
Power Plant on small mammal populations. In 
1992, Jan Zejda was appointed an associate profes-
sor at the Faculty of Forestry of Mendel University, 
in the Department of Forest Protection and Wildlife 
Management, and a Doctor of Biological Sciences 
(scientific doctor, DrSc) of the Czech Academy 
of Sciences. From 1995 to 1999, Jan Zejda taught 
special chapters from mammalogy at the Faculty 
of Sciences, Masaryk University in Brno, followed 
by biology in the Faculty of Education between 
1995 and 1997. After his retirement, Jan Zejda 
organised a project on the signalisation and pro-
gnosis of common vole population densities under 
the Czech Plant Protection Service, an initiative of 
the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic. 

Jan Zejda’s impressive list of scientific papers 
testifies to his unceasing activity and continuous 
interest in mammalogy, mostly in population 
ecology. In summarising his publication activity, 
for example, we come to roughly 250  papers, 
monographs and books, the number of them still 
increases. Jan Zejda remains a very helpful reviewer and opponent of various paper manuscripts 
and of student theses. 

No short biography of Jan Zejda’s life would be complete if we were to neglect his character 
and personal life. Jan Zejda is a conflict-free, tolerant, conscientious, and meticulous person who 
does not act so much as a mentor to those around him but has been, and still is, an inspiration to 
his collaborators, both by example and through his approach to problem-solving. 
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